Good Morning!  My name is John Moore and on behalf of the Holy Cross Community Service Ministry Team, I’d like to welcome you to our seventh annual Community Service Sunday here at Holy Cross…the time each year when we pause to reflect upon living the Gospel through our active service to others.

Isn’t our Catholic faith remarkable?  We have just completed our celebration of the Eucharist…our daily communion with God started by Jesus at the Last Supper.  Think about it: we sit here today, the current members of the church started more than 2,000 years ago by God Himself.  

You would think with all this time, we would have figured out the answers to the big questions of life.  I don’t know about you but sometimes I struggle to understand, and to live, some of the lessons of our faith.  
Take the parable of the vineyard owner.  You remember this story…The owner of the vineyard hires workers throughout the day and at the end of the day pays them all the same wage regardless of how long they worked.  What’s fair about that? The practical side of me just can’t think that, in the real world, this system would work at all.  And, as my Dad would have put it, “That’s a pretty crazy way to run a railroad.”  
At the same time, some of our faith messages are so clear that they compel us to act.  In St. Paul’s first letter to Timothy, the Apostle wrote to the Gentiles explaining many of the practical realities of the new faith taught by Jesus.  Paul wrote:

Tell the rich in the present age to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, ready to share…thus accumulating as treasure a good foundation for the future, as to win the life that is the true life.
Now here is something I can sink my teeth into…a clear call to turn away from what the world says is important and to move towards helping those in need through good works.


This message is as relevant…as understandable… today as when it was written in the early days of our Church…Why? Because it addresses the fact that the same basic human issues persist today as they did when Jesus first celebrated the Eucharist: we need to feed the hungry…to house the homeless…to visit the lonely…we need to help those who cannot help themselves.


One might be tempted to look around our lovely community and think that these issues are not present here in paradise…to think that we have banished human need here.  Nothing could be farther from the truth…Just twenty miles from here, migrant farm workers… Roman Catholics who are attending mass this morning at Our Lady of Guadalupe… live in rotting trailers in Fellsmere, unable to afford shoes for their children….just across the bridge in Gifford families live in hurricane damaged housing, without running water…and just around the corner a widow’s only contact with others comes through the visit from the Meals on Wheels volunteer.


At the Community Service Ministry we work to provide you opportunities to be ‘rich in good works’…to reach out to others.  Today’s bulletin holds this month’s version of our newsletter.  Read this and future newsletters to learn more about our many opportunities to serve.  I’ll be standing just outside the back of the church as we gather blankets today for the Our Lady of Guadalupe blanket drive.  If you want to learn more, take one of these yellow volunteer forms, fill and out and drop it by the Parish Office…we’ll help you find an opportunity to serve in our community that fits you.

There’s a lot in our faith…and in our world…I don’t think I’ll ever understand.  But I am fairly sure of one thing: when accept God’s call to toil in His vineyard… when we become rich in works… we continue today the work on Earth started by Jesus himself and passed down to us as our Christian heritage.  Our reward is to win the one life that is the true life.  Ask yourself today, “What could be more clear or more important?”  And, as you do so, remember the call to action left to us by Blessed Theresa of Calcutta.  Yesterday is gone.  Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today.  Let us begin.
